
2016 NRHA Rural Health Clinic Conference | Sept. 20 – 21, Kansas City, Mo. 
 
All general sessions take place in the Chicago room 

Rural Health Clinic Conference 

Tuesday, September 20 

1 – 1:15 p.m. Welcome (15 m) 

1:15 – 2:15 p.m. Keynote speaker (60m) 
The rural Accountable Care Organization (ACO) experience 

Lynn Barr, National Rural Accountable Care Consortium chief transformation officer 

2:15 – 3:30 p.m. Plenary Session (75 m) 
Merit-based incentive payment and rural health clinics 

Brian Bauer, JD, Hall, Render, Killian, Heath and Lyman, PLLC attorney 

3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Break 

3:45 – 5 p.m. 
Staff: Donna 

Concurrent session A 

Rural Health Clinic Billable Visits+ 

Gail Nickerson & Wakina Scott, FORHP (moderator) 

Concurrent session B 
Renewed values + explicit behaviors = exceptional performance 

Leslie Haynes, Robert Letson, Tom Van Dawark, Bernadette Wilson 

Room Van Horn AB Benton 

Wednesday, Sept 21 

7 – 8 a.m. Continental breakfast, registration 

8 – 9:15 a.m. 
Staff: Donna 

Concurrent session C 
Rural health reimbursement update 

Bragg Hemme, JD, Ross Sallade, JD 

Concurrent session D 

A coalition for rural health clinics+ 

Beth O'Connor & Wakina Scott, FORHP (moderator) 

Room Empire A Empire B 

9:15 – 9:30 a.m. Break 

9:30 – 10:45 a.m. 
Staff: Donna 

Concurrent session E 
RHC cost reporting - beyond the basics 

Mark Lynn 

Concurrent session F 
A Patient Centered Medical Home model for clinics 

Marty Bennett, Kate Hill 
Room Empire A Empire B 

10:45 – 11 a.m. Break 

11 – 11:45 a.m. Plenary Session (45 min) 
Veterans Choice Update for rural health clinic providers 

Gina Capra, Veterans Health Administration, Office of Rural Health director 
Tommy Driskill, Veterans Health Administration, Office of Rural Health director executive assistant; 

VA Pacific Islands Health Care System director executive assistant 

Rural Health Clinic Conference continues and Critical Access Hospital Conference begins 

Noon – 4:30 p.m. Exhibitors move in 

1 – 1:15 p.m. Welcome 

1:15 – 2:30 p.m. Keynote speaker: Delivering and demonstrating value in rural health: Challenges and opportunities for rural providers (75 m) 
Thomas Graf, MD, The Chartis Group, Population Health Management national director 

2:30 – 3 p.m. Break 



3 – 4:15 p.m. National legislative update (75 m) 
Maggie Elehwany, JD, National Rural Health Association government affairs and policy vice president 

4:15 p.m. – 5 p.m. Surgical quality and costs at critical access hospitals (45 m) 
Andrew M. Ibrahim, MD, Univ. of Mich. Institute for Healthcare Policy & Innovation, Dept. of Surgery, 

Robert Wood Johnson clinical scholar 

5 – 7 p.m. RHC-CAH networking reception 

+ Sessions sponsored by the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 


