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RURAL RESIDENCY PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The Rural Residency Planning and 
Development Program (RRPD) provides 
start-up grants (up to $750,000 per grant) 
to establish new residency programs and 
funds a technical assistance center to support 
development via consultations, advising, 
education, and community learning.2 

In 2019, the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) funded the first cohort of 
RRPD awards. Since then, a total of $64M has 
been awarded to 85 organizations across 38 
states and 1 territory and six medicine 
disciplines (family medicine, internal medicine, 
preventive medicine, psychiatry, general 
surgery, obstetrics and gynecology).2

Only two percent of residency training occurs in rural 
areas. Physicians trained in rural areas tend to stay 
and practice there after residency.1
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