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Disclaimer
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The Rural Hospital Provider Assistance (RHPA) Program Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) HRSA-26-105 and HRSA’s Application 
Guide should be your primary resources for application instructions 
and guidelines. 

https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/818d2c61-f65f-4d60-acfc-d2c772aaf089
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/818d2c61-f65f-4d60-acfc-d2c772aaf089
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/818d2c61-f65f-4d60-acfc-d2c772aaf089
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/818d2c61-f65f-4d60-acfc-d2c772aaf089
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/818d2c61-f65f-4d60-acfc-d2c772aaf089
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf


Background & Purpose
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The Rural Hospital Provider Assistance (RHPA) Program is a new formula 
grant program authorized under the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2026, Public Law 119-75, H.R. 7148:

• “...making payments to eligible hospitals for the maintenance of health care 
providers...”

• “…up to 10 percent of funds...may be used by eligible hospitals for 
administrative expenses”

• “…amounts to eligible hospitals shall be calculated by dividing available funding 
equally among such eligible hospitals”

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-119publ75/pdf/PLAW-119publ75.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-119publ75/pdf/PLAW-119publ75.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-119publ75/pdf/PLAW-119publ75.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-119publ75/pdf/PLAW-119publ75.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-119publ75/pdf/PLAW-119publ75.pdf


Important Information
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•Application Due Date: July 27, 2026 at 11:59 PM ET
•Expected Award Date: September 1, 2026
•Expected State Date: September 30, 2026
•Project Period: September 30, 2026 to September 29, 2027 (1 year) 
•Estimated Total Funding: $24,750,000
•Estimated Amount Per Award: $148,000



Eligibility
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Eligible hospitals must:
1) Have no more than 50 acute care inpatient beds;
2) Have an established wage index value of less than 0.90 as 

determined by the Secretary of HHS under section 1886(d)(3)(E) 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(3)(E)); and 

3) Be defined as located in a rural area by the Federal Office of Rural 
Health Policy. 

HRSA published a Federal Register notice outlining the methodology 
for determining eligible hospitals.

https://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/title18/1886.htm
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/29/2026-08300/rural-hospital-provider-assistance-program


Why CAHs are Not Eligible 

• Since one of the statutory eligibility criteria is having a Medicare wage index below 0.90, 
and CAHs do not have a Medicare wage index under Medicare's cost-based payment 
system, most CAHs cannot qualify under this criterion. 

• Congress designed the program to address payment disparities experienced by small 
rural hospitals that are paid under the IPPS payment system.
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Application and Award Information
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• Must submit electronic application in grants.gov​
• Simple Application 

• Standard Application Forms
• Project Narrative – basic organization information.
• Budget outlining general costs

• If awarded, you will be required to submit:
• Final report
• Federal Financial Report (FFR)

https://pms.psc.gov/grant-recipients/ffr-updates.html
https://pms.psc.gov/grant-recipients/ffr-updates.html


Navigating Grants.gov
Step 1
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Navigating Grants.gov
Step 2
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Navigating Grants.gov
Step 3
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Get Ready to Apply
Applicants must register in 2 different systems:
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System Why is it important? Website Support
System for 
Award 
Management 
(SAM)

Designating an e-business 
point of contact. Registering 
with SAM is required for 
organizations to use 
Grants.gov

https://sam.gov/S
AM/pages/public
/index.jsf

Federal Service Desk
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp
1-866-606-8220
Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 8 PM ET.

Grants.gov Submit grant applications https://grants.gov
/register

https://gditshared.servicenowservi
ces.com/hhs_grants
1-800-518-4726
support@grants.gov
24 hours a day 7 days a week.

https://sam.gov/SAM/pages/public/index.jsf
https://sam.gov/SAM/pages/public/index.jsf
https://sam.gov/SAM/pages/public/index.jsf
https://www.grants.gov/register
https://www.grants.gov/register
https://www.grants.gov/register
https://gditshared.servicenowservices.com/hhs_grants
https://gditshared.servicenowservices.com/hhs_grants
mailto:support@grants.gov


The 2 step registration process can take up to 3 weeks

• HRSA SF-424 Application Guide
• Registration is FREE! 
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SAM.GOV GRANTS.GOV

START NOW!

Get Ready to Apply
Get Registered 

https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.pdf


Get Ready to Apply
Step 1: System for Award Management (SAM)
• Your organization must register with the System for Award Management (SAM).
• Register with SAM at www.SAM.gov 
• Establish E-Business Point of Contact (EBiz POC): Individual who oversees all activities for organization within 

Grants.gov and approves the AOR
• You should receive your SAM in approximately 7-10 business days after registering, including submitting a 

notarized letter to SAM
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New SAM user

Existing SAM user 

100% FREE 

http://www.sam.gov/


Get Ready to Apply 
SAM and Grants.gov 

• Organization data and EBiz POC information are transferred from SAM to Grants.gov
• People within the organization are able to register with Grants.gov and then add a 

profile to associate with organization
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How to Apply 
Step 2: Grants.gov 
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Contacts and Support
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For program questions:​ 
RuralHospitals@hrsa.gov 

Grants.gov help:​ 
https://grants.gov/support or 1-800-518-4726 

SAM.gov help:​ 
https://sam.gov/help or 1-866-606-8220​

mailto:RuralHospitals@hrsa.gov
https://grants.gov/support
https://sam.gov/help


Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov
Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 

View current
HRSA openings:
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
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